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"Your Title"  
(in "quote marks" NOT underlined) 

    I.   Introduction: 
         A. Background information. 
         B. Background information. 
         C. Thesis statement containing 
     three major supporting points       
            to be developed. 
    II.  First supporting point. 
         A. Supporting detail. 
         B. Supporting detail. 
         C. Supporting detail. 
    III. Second supporting point. 
         A. Supporting detail. 
         B. Supporting detail. 
         C. Supporting detail. 
    IV.  Third supporting point. 
         A. Supporting detail. 
         B. Supporting detail. 
         C. Supporting detail. 
    V.   Conclusion: 
         A. Re-state Thesis. 
         B. Summary of information. 
         C. Final point. 
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The Introduction to a Formal Paper 
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Begin with an illustration:  
 The world watched breathlessly as they witnessed a 155 pound, six-foot two-inch, twenty-
one year old man, outplay by a record twelve strokes, the best golfers in the world.  The event was 
the prestigious Masters Tournament which took place in April 1997.  As a result of his win, Tiger 
Woods, an African-American, broke the old stereotype of golf being a dull country-club game 
played by older white men.  He accomplished this by popularizing the sport with the young, by 
showing that a man of mixed heritage can play the sport, and by showing that golf is an exciting 
sport requiring much skill. 
 
Begin with a description:   
 Ohio is a state that offers acres of unmatched natural beauty.  Magnificent parks, 
campgrounds, and wildlife areas await even the most inexperienced hiker or weekend camper.  From 
the shores of Lake Erie to the foothills of the Appalachians in Coshocton County, Ohio has many 
natural wonders. 
 
Begin with a fact: 
 There are, on average, only seventeen students for every teacher at Worthington Christian 
High School.  When considering public education, the number of students per classroom  is more 
than double that figure, yet there remains only one teacher in the classroom. 
 
Begin with a question:   
 Where do slang expressions originate?  Some examples are: “The whole kit and caboodle,” 
or “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words can never hurt me.”  It is interesting to 
discover how these expressions came into practice. 
 
Begin with a contradiction or contrast: 
 People in the United States generally believe that child labor was outlawed years ago.  
Recent investigations report that child labor occurs in a number of countries around the world 
including the United States.  Abroad, children are being employed for the manufacturing of toys, in 
the making of clothes, and in area of agriculture. 
 
Begin with a direct quote: (from To Kill a Mockingbird) 
 “There are some people born to do our unpleasant tasks for us.”  
 
 Begin with a general statement and lead to a specific thesis statement: 
 Youth are being arrested for violent crimes at younger ages.  Arrests of youths for violent 
crimes jumped from 54,596 in 1970 to 104,137 in 1992, which was a 91 percent hike.  What has 
caused such an upsurge in violence among the young?  Three major factors that contribute to this 
violence are the lack of good role models, the lack of wholesome activities for inner-city youth, and 
the lack of money. 
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Begin with setting the scene: 
 There was only space for one more person, perhaps two if they were smaller, to fit into 
the dank and musty smelling basement.  Aunt Lucille had brought down the battery-powered 
flashlight and the radio, which she had turned up to its last notch so that everyone could hear 
over the screaming youngsters who were held tightly in their mothers’ arms.  Men stared 
quietly off into the darkness, knowing that every nook, and crevice was filled with a neighbor 
or a friend.  Small children perched precariously on their fathers’ shoulders, while the huddled 
mass leaned on one another. 
 

The Conclusion 
The conclusion should sum up what you have been talking about in your paper.  This is 
not a place to add new information, but merely to reiterate the points you have already 
made.  

Examples of Ways to End an Essay 
 
End with a call to action: 
 It is up to you, then, to get out to the polls and vote for those you want in public office.  
You see, if you choose to do nothing, then you do not have the right to say anything about the 
way things are being run, money being spent, or time being wasted.  If you are looking for 
today’s solution to tomorrow’s problems, then join your neighbors and colleagues and get to the 
polls. 
 
End with a final illustration:   (from Ed Magnuson, et al., Israel Strikes at the P.L.O.)  
 But Lebanon’s agony was far from over.  The country was still a tinderbox.  Syria has 
more than doubled the number of its troops in Lebanon since the fight began, and Sharon 
estimated that the Palestinians could still count on 15,000 to 20,000 combatants.  The “Peace in 
Galilee” that Prime Minister Begin had proclaimed as his goal when the shooting started was 
still far out of the Israelis’ reach. 
 
End with a question: (from Marie Winn, Television and Free Time) 
 It might seem to even out.  If school has become an active experience, then why 
shouldn’t the child spend a few passive hours watching television?  The answer is that no 
matter how child-centered, “free” a school situation may be, it is still organized and goal-
centered.  The child does not have the choice and freedom to control his own time that he has 
after school, when he can play a game or not, throw stones or not, daydream or not.  Though the 
hours in a modern classroom may be more active, more amusing, less punitive and repressive 
than in the old-fashioned classroom, the child is still being manipulated in certain directions by 
the teacher, by the equipment in the classroom, and by the time organization of the day.  If he 
spends his non-school time watching television, that time is also being effectively organized 
and programmed for him.  When, then, is he going to live his real life? 
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 l.  Words that can be used to show time.      
  first  meanwhile soon  as soon as sudden   
  second  today  later  after  all of a sudden  
  third  tomorrow afterward at  whenever 
  next  next week immediately before  once  
  finally  yesterday when  during  until  
  at last  now  since  eventually till 
  presently then  while  formerly  following 
  currently thereafter previously   
           
  2.  Words that show simple listing. (show reasons or facts)    
  one  first  the last  an important  
  another  second  last of all a more important     
  next  third  finally  the most important 
  a final        
           
  3.  Words that add ideas. (add to the facts or reasons)     
  also  besides  equally important plus not only but also  
  
  furthermore likewise  along with  and another reason  
  in addition moreover as well as  again   
           
  4.  Words that illustrate points. (show by example)     
  for example  as evidence  to illustrate  specifically
   
  for instance  in support of this  as an illustration  such as 
          
  5.  Words that can be used to compare things. (show similarities)     
  in the same way  likewise  as  have in common  
  similarly  like  also    
  compared to  in like manner as well as    
          
  6.  Words that can be used to contrast things.  (show differences)    
  but  otherwise on the contrary  even though  
  however yet  although   in contrast  
  still  rather than on the other hand  instead 
  whereas conversely nevertheless  despite 
  in spite of this 
 
  7.  Words that show cause and effect.       
  consequently  because  then  due to  hence 
  therefore  as a result for  accordingly   
  thus   so  in order that so that    
           
  8.  Words that can be used to clarify.       
  in other words  put another way  that is    
          
  9.  Words that can be used to show location.      
  above    away from beyond  into  over 
  across     behind  by  near  throughout 
  against    below  down  off  to the right 
  along    beneath  in back of onto  under 
  among  beside  in front of on top of   
  around  between  inside   outside   
        



Pg. 8 

  l0.  Words that introduce opinions.      
  in my opinion  there is no doubt  I maintain that  
  
  I believe  from my point of view    
  
  it is my belief that I question whether    
  
  it seems to me that  I disagree with      
          
   
  ll.  Words to use to conclude or summarize.        
  for reasons above  in short  all in all   concluding   
  as one can see   undoubtedly unquestionably  in any case   
  on the whole   in conclusion in summation  in any event   
  to  sum up   obviously without a doubt  in brief    
  to be sure   summarizing      
      
  12.  Words that can be used to counter.  (to argue)       
  I realize   believe  state  on the contrary  
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 1. Yes No Did you read your essay out loud? 
 
 2. Yes No Does the theme have an introduction with a thesis statement, supporting  
   paragraphs, and a concluding paragraph? 
 
 3. Yes No Does each paragraph have at least four sentences? 
 
 4. Yes No Does each sentence begin with a capital letter and end with proper   
   punctuation? 
 
 5. Yes No Do the sentences say what you want them to say? 
 
 6. Yes No Did you use transition words such as first, second, for example,   
   furthermore, and however to link your ideas together? 
 
 7. Yes No Did you keep the same tense throughout without changing from present to  
   past or future? 
 
 8. Yes No Did you keep the same person consistent throughout the theme   
   (not switching from her to you)? 
 
 9. Yes No Did you present an antecedent before you introduced a pronoun in a new  
   paragraph? 
 
10. Yes No Did you avoid using slang (kid, guy) and nonspecific words (stuff,  great,  
   nice)? 
 
11. Yes No Did you avoid the use of contractions? 
 
12. Yes No Do your subjects and verbs agree in number? 
 
13. Yes No Do your pronouns agree with your antecedents?  (Use everybody with his  
   or her, not everybody with their). 
 
14. Yes No Did you use internal punctuation such as commas, semicolons, apostrophes, 
   etc? 
 
15. Yes No Did you check your spelling? 
 
16. Yes No Did you check your spacing (no extra spaces between paragraphs)? 
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BIG6 [http://www.big6.com] 

1. Task Definition  

1.1. Define the information problem 

1.2. Identify information needed in order to complete the task (to solve the information 
problem) 

2. Information Seeking Strategies 

2.1. Determine the range of possible sources (brainstorm) 

2.2. Evaluate the different possible sources to determine priorities (select best sources) 

3. Location & Access     
3.1. Locate sources (intellectually and physically) 
3.2. Find information within sources  

 
4. Use of information 

4.1. Engage (read, hear, view, touch) the information source 

4.2. Extract relevant information from a source 

5. Synthesis 

5.1. Organize information from multiple sources 

5.2. Present the information 

6. Evaluation 
6.1. Judge the product (effectiveness) 
6.2. Judge the information - solving process (efficiency) 

 
People go through these Big6 stages - consciously or not - when they seek or apply information to solve a 
problem or make a decision.  It's not necessary to complete these stages in a linear order, and a given 
stage doesn't have to take a lot of time.  We have found that in almost all successful problem-solving 
situations, all stages are addressed. 

 
RESEARCH SITES����

�
�� Infohio 

o http://www.infohio.org/ [USERNAME: mec; PASSWORD: mec614] 
�� Gale Group 

o http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/wort59259 [PASSWORD: wcstudent] 
�� High School Hub 

o http://highschoolhub.org/hub/hub.cfm 
�� Internet Public Library 

o http://www.ipl.org/ 
�� Home Work Now�

o http://www.homeworknow.net/ [PASSWORD: 43085]�
�� The Facts�

o http://www.2facts.com/ [USERNAME: oworth; PASSWORD: facts]�
�� Library of Congress 

o http://www.loc.gov/ 
�� Encyclopedia of British History 
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Last name & Page number 

1” 

Double-space between title 
and first entry 

1” 

               Works Cited 
 
Gies, Frances. The Knight in History.  New York:  Harper & Row, 1984. 

Silko, Leslie Marmon. The Man to Send Rain Clouds. Imagining  

 America: Stories from the Promised Land.  191-95. New York:  

  Persea,  1991.  

Anglea 15 

Indent 1/2” by using the tab 
key 

Double-space through-
out 

The Works Cited Format 

1/2 “ 

After choosing a topic for your research paper, you need to find at least three 
“sources” that have information about your topic.   
There are many different kinds of sources including: personal interviews, CD 
ROMs, encyclopedias, magazines, newspapers, and websites. If you use this type 
of information from such sources to write your paper, it only makes sense that 
you give credit to the people whose information you have used. You do this in 
your Works Cited, which is the last typed page of your paper.   
A Works Cited can also be called a Bibliography.  Whichever you use, the pur-
pose in having one is to record, in proper format, the various sources of informa-
tion that you have cited or “used” in your paper.   
 
You can see examples of Works Cited pages in the sample research papers at the 
end of this handbook.  

REMEMBER :  LIST  YOUR  SOURCES IN  ALPHABETICAL  ORDER  BY 
THE  AUTHOR 'S LAST  NAME .  IF THERE IS NO  AUTHOR , ALPHABET-

IZE  BY THE  TITLE  OF YOUR  SOURCE. 
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Here is a General guide to citing a book: 
 Author's last name, first name. The title and subtitle, underlined. Place of  publication: 

 Publishing company, year of publication. 

Example:   

 Wick, Lori.  Where the Wild Rose Blooms. Eugene: Harvest House Publishers, 1996. 

 

Specific Sample Entries: 
 
A Book by a Single Author: 
 Gies, Frances. The Knight in History. New York: Harper & Row, 1984. 
 
A Book by Two or More Authors: 
 LaHaye, Tim., Jerry B. Jenkins. Glorious Appearing: The End of Days. Wheaton:   

  Tyndale House Publishers, 2004. 

  
Two or More Books by the Same Author: 
 Swindoll, Charles R. The Grace Awakening. Dallas: Word, 1990. 

  Improving Your Serve. Waco: Word, 1981.  

 
A Book in a Series: 
 Elliot, T. S. The River Controls Huckleberry Finn. Literary Components to    

  American Authors. San Diego: Greenhaven Press, 1996. 

 
A Signed Article in a Reference Book: 
 Lee, Barrett A. "Homelessness." Encyclopedia of Sociology. 10th ed. 1992. 
 
An Unsigned Article in a Reference Book: 
 "Thurber, James." Twentieth Century Authors. 2nd ed. 1979. 
 
A Word from a Dictionary: 
 “Orthopedics.” The Oxford English Dictionary. 15th ed. 1989. 
 
A Corporate Author: 
 When the author of a print document or Web site is a corporation, a government agency, 
 or some other organization, begin your entry with the name of the group. 
 First Union.  
 United States. Bureau of Census. 
 American Automobile Association. 
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A Signed Article from a Daily Newspaper: 
 

Minton, Jeffery A. "What's in a Movie Soundtrack? Catchy Tunes and Big Business."  Wall 

 Street  Journal 2 Sept. l994, eastern ed.: B4. 

 

Stephens, Steve. "Wal-Mart Will Find Customers Anywhere--including Paradise." The Colum-

 bus Dispatch 23 Mar. l998, late ed.: Cl. 

 
 
An Unsigned Article from a Daily Newspaper 
 
"Infant Mortality Down; Race Disparity Widens." Washingon Post 25 June l993: A12+. 
  
An Article from a Magazine. 
 
Cooperman, Alan. "Radicals on a Roll: Stung by Herbollah, Israel Debates a Lebanese 

 Exit." U.S. News and World Report 2 Sept. l997: 38+. 

 
Thompson, Mark. "Boot Camp Goes Soft." Time 4 Aug. l997: 20-23. 
 
An Unsigned Article from a Magazine 
 
"How Consumer Reports Tests Cars." Consumer Reports Apr. l997: 22. 
 
An Editorial 
 
"Band-Aids Won't Help: Social Security Program Needs Major Fix." Editorial. Columbus 

 Dispatch 14 Apr. 1998: 8A. 

 
A Television or Radio Program 
 
"Two for the Money." Narr. Lisa Randolph. Dateline. NBC. WCMH, New York. 14 Apr. 1998. 
 
A Broadcast Interview 
 
Graham, Billy.  Interview with Larry King. Larry King Live. CNN. New York. 16 Feb. 1998. 
 
Personal Interview 
 
Collins, Bill. Personal interview. 15 May 1995. 



Pg. 14 

¨ World Wide Web (www) 
Structure: 

Author’s last name, first name. Name of the Web Site 

 Date of Publication. Sponsoring organization. 

 Date of access <full web address>.  

Example 

Peterson, Susan Lynn.  The Life of Martin Luther. 1999. 

 9 Mar. 2001 <http://pweb.netcom.com/

 ~supeters/luther.htm>. 

¨ Online Book 

This page gives some specific examples for citing electronic resources.  However, keep in mind 
that these examples will change as technology, uses of electronic materials, and electronic pub-
lication practices evolve.   
To obtain the most current information check the latest MLA handbook or MLA website, 

Structure: 
Author’s last name, first name. Title of the book.   

     City of publication: Publishing company, year     

     of publication. Date of access <full web  

     address>. 

Example 
Hawthorne, Nathaniel. Twice-Told Tales. Ed.  

     George Parsons Lathrop. Boston:  Houghton,  

     1883. 1 Mar. 1998 <http://eldred.ne.mediaone. 

     net/nh/ttt.html>. ¨ Online Periodicals/Newspaper 

Structure:  

Author’s last name, first name. “Title of article.”  

     Name of periodical  Date of publication. Date  

     of access <full web address>. 

Example: 

Markoff, John. “The Voice on the Phone is Not Human, 

 but It’s Helpful.” New York Times on the Web 

 21 June 1998. 25 June 1998 <http://nytimes.

 com/library/tech/98/06/biztech/articles/21voice.

 html>. 

 

"(James) Langston Hughes." DISCovering Authors. 
 Online Edition. Gale, 2003. Reproduced in 
 Student Resource Center. Detroit: Gale, 
 2004. <http://galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/
 SRC>. 

*Tip: If you use credible sources like Gale Resource 
Group or Infohio, citations are often provided that 
can be copied and pasted directly into your paper.* 

¨ CD ROMS 

Structure: 
Author’s name. “Title of article.” Title of the    

     publication. Name of editor, compiler. CD- 

     ROM. Edition, release, or version. Place of  

     publication: Name of publisher, date of  

     publication. 

Example: 
Rodes, David. “The Chemistry of Air Pollution.” 

 Magill’s Survey of Science.  CD-ROM. 

 1998 ed. Pasadena: Salem, 1998.      
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What’s in your cookie recipe? 

 
Citing a Book  

Author ;Last Name, First Name  
Title of book  
City of publication  
Publisher's name  
Year of publication.  

Example:  
Goleman, Daniel. Emotional Intelligence . New York: Bantam, 1995.  

 
   Citing a Journal Article   

Author ; Last Name, First Name  
Article title  
Journal title  
Volume 
Year  
Page numbers  

   Example: 
Ryan, Katy. “Revolutionary Suicide in Toni Morison’ s Fiction.” African 
 American Review  34 (2000): 329-412  

 
Citing an Online Resource  

Author  
Title of web page  
Part of a group of documents  
Date created or last revised  
Sponsoring or associated institution  
Date you saw it  
Address  

Example:  
Abilock, Debbie. "Research Advice for a Complex Topic." Nueva Library 
 Help. 9 Sept. 1997. Nueva School.31 Dec. 1997.  
 <http://nuevaschool.org/~debbie/library/research/a dvice.html>.  
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Follow these guidelines when word processing a bibl iography:   
*Double space your bibliography.  
*Do not number your entries in the bibliography.  
*Alphabetize your bibliography by author; if there is no author use the title for alpha-
betizing. The author’s last name goes first.  
*First line of a bibliography is not indented; the second line would be.  
*Double space between entries.  
*Pay attention to punctuation within each entry; remem ber to end each entry with a 
period.  
*Underline book, encyclopedia, and magazine titles.  
*Use quotes “ ” around the titles of encyclopedia artic les and magazine articles.  
 
Other helps: 
 
Using a signal phrase    To introduce cited material consisting of a short quotation, 
paraphrase, or summary, use either a signal phrase set off by a comma or a signal 
verb with a that clause, as in the following examples. (See 4e for a discussion of sig-
nal phrases and verbs.)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here are the Works Cited entries for these two sources:  

Landsburg, Steven E. "Who Shall Inherit the Earth?" Slate 1 May 1997. 1 
Oct. 1999 < http://www.slate.com/Economics/97-05-01/ Economics.asp>.  

Mitchell, Jason P. Letter. "PMLA Letter." Home page. 10 May 1997. 1 Nov. 
1999 <http://sunset.backbone.olemiss.edu/~jmitchel/pmla.htm>.  
 
Additional signal phrase verbs:  
admits agrees  argues  believes compares 
denies  disputes implies notes  points out 
reasons refutes suggests thinks  writes   
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 *Lining up your outline will be easy if you use Courier or Courier New font. 

 *If your essay has a title, center it at the top of the outline. 

 *Put two spaces between your title and your first point. 

 *Single-space within each roman numeral; double-spaced at the end of each numerated 

 section. 

 *Do not put extra spaces between major points. 

 *Your thesis statement should be the last point under your introduction. 

 *Your thesis statement should be a complete sentence containing the main points you 

   will be discussing. 

 *Make sure your Roman numerals line up by their first digit. 

 *Put three spaces after a single digit Roman numeral and its period. 

 *Put two spaces after a double digit Roman numeral and its period.  

 *Put one space after a triple digit Roman numeral and its period.�

**The rules for spacing your title page are not as strict as the rules for your outline! 
 
We recommend the following to be centered on your Title Page: 
 
 5 spaces     Title of the Project 
 5 spaces     Your full name 
10 spaces    The class the project is due for 
 2 spaces     The semester, spelled out as first or second 
 2 spaces     The periods you have the class, also spelled out 
 5 spaces     Your instructor, spell out their full name 
 3 spaces     The date, with the month being spelled out.      
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Victor Hugo  
 

I. Introduction: 
A. Justice quote. 
B. Historical and political context. 
C. Victor Hugo attempted to combat social injustices through his renowned writings, 

revolutionary politics, and inspiring vision. 
 
II. Politician. 

A. Revolution of 1848. 
B. Republic. 
C. Influence. 

1. Académie Francaise. 
2. Legislative Assembly. 
3. Senator. 

 
III. Other Works. 

A. The Hunchback of Notre Dame. 
1. Quasimodo. 
2. Micah 6:8. 

B. Châtisments. 
 
IV. Vision. 

A. Mercy and grace. 
B. Redemption. 
C. Jean Valjean and the Priest. 

 
V. Les Misérables. 

A. Characters. 
B. Transformation. 
C. Justice. 
D. Giving – Luke 6:38. 
E. Reproof of France. 

 
VI. Conclusion: 

A. Thesis restated. 
B. Summary of main ideas. 
C. Final thoughts. 
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One of the greatest philosophers in the history of the world, Aristotle, stated, “All virtue 

is summed up in dealing justly” (Quoteworld). Nineteenth-century France lacked virtuous men 

– men who dealt justly. Those in authority turned deaf ears and blind eyes to the needs and suf-

ferings of their own people.  Because needs were not met by the government, the suffering citi-

zens responded in rampant anarchy (Edwards 151). However, there was one man who saw the 

common man’s sufferings. One man stood up in their defense and spoke for them; he became 

the voice of the people (153). One man stood up to social evils, oppressions, and rebellions. 

Victor Hugo spoke out courageously and fought tenaciously for the good of mankind. By Aris-

totle’s definition, Hugo showed an immense amount of virtue because he dealt justly. He at-

tempted to combat social injustices through his renowned writings, revolutionary politics, and 

inspiring vision. 

One of the ways Victor Hugo fought social injustice was through his politics. He 

worked vehemently to push his agenda, and found himself holding high positions of office and 

having a powerful and influential voice. His political plan included republicanism, which pro-

moted freedom to the country’s citizens. At the start of Hugo’s career, the Revolution of 1848 

occurred, allowing the Second Republic to form (nash). this, much of the French men’s liberties 

were squelched and denied altogether (Nash). This event catalyzed the philanthropist’s passion, 

zeal, and efforts in continuing and refining republicanism in France. 

In 1841, Victor Hugo was elected to the Académie Francaise, and in 1848, was elected 

to the Constitutional Assembly and the Legislative Assembly (The Literature Network). After 

years of observing social injustices, he finally rose in status to counteract evil with true justice; 

he worked to promote the liberties and welfare of the people. He was later voted into the senate 

(The Literature Network). At a crucial point of his political career, Hugo humbly thought noth-
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ing about his own gain (Edwards 152). He unselfishly and audaciously faced danger and adver-

sity. This attitude gave him political stature and respect from the people (152). 

As newly elected mayor, Hugo listened to the cries of the laboring class and decided to 

observe their living conditions (153). After being horrified by the dangerously unhealthy cir-

cumstances in which people were living, Hugo made it a goal of “vigorous opposition to anar-

chy; tender and profound love of the people” (153). He saw the inhumane work, home, and 

community oppression and was moved to act for their justice. Some of his exploits included 

free education, world peace, and a population of property-owners (Robb 267). His primordial 

and immediate goal was freedom from civil turbulence (267). 

 Victor Hugo wrote several novels that disclosed his views. In 1831, Hugo’s frontier 

novel, The Hunchback of Notre Dame began his recognition (Nash). Among many of the 

themes, it had an overwhelming motif of oppression. Quasimodo, the main character, was de-

spised and rejected by every person. Part of Hugo’s  goal in this novel was to reprove people for 

judging and despising others. Hugo wrote in a way so that his audience pitied and had compas-

sion for Quasimodo. His goal was that in seeing others mistreat Quasimodo, his readers would 

be inspired and impelled to administer justice by living compassionately. This message was 

paralleled in the Bible: “He has showed you, O man, what is good… to act justly and to love 

mercy” (Micah 6:8). 

 Another one of Hugo’s famous and influential writings was Châtisments. In this 97 

poem collection, he penned various harsh critiques and candid accusations toward the French 

government (Robb 326). He satirically wrote about France’s errors. Rightly titled as 

“Chastisements,” Hugo portrayed the French Emperor as a comedy act, and presented his mis-

demeanors (326). He wanted to expose the errors as well as build suspicion and dissatisfaction 
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among the citizens. By building an uprising, he was setting himself up for his fight for the re-

public (325). 

 Victor Hugo worked desperately to cast the vision of true humanity through Les 

Misérables. The book contained ubiquitous themes of emotional power, the consequences of 

crime, redemption through charity, and human perfectibility (354). Valjean was the pristine ex-

ample of these qualities. He faced the harsh consequences of his heinous acts. However, as 

Hugo suggests to his audience, Valjean received redemption through magnanimous acts. Victor 

Hugo gave the vision of redemption to those caught in the snare of injustice (“Victor Marie 

Hugo” 353). Hugo brilliantly walked through redemption; it took a gracious act of another to 

lift one out of the nadir of despair and filth.  It also took gracious acts by the individual to lift 

oneself out of his despair. Hugo wanted his readers to receive mercy by giving mercy. He ob-

tained the full measure of redemption through a life-long devotion to charity.  

 One of the major themes of Hugo’s most noted work, Les Misérables, was transforma-

tion. Jean Valjean was shown grace by a priest, and promised to leave his past life and take up a 

new life of compassion, gentleness, and peace (Les Misérables 20). This transformation was a 

mirror image of what Paul commands, “He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but 

must work” (Ephesians 4:28). Valjean traded his old life, and took a new life of blessing. 

Hugo’s central idea was that those who have been blessed with resources should give to those 

who lack basic necessities. Valjean later became one of the wealthiest and honored men. With 

these resources, he turned to charity and gave to the unfortunate and the destitute. 

Hugo used the character, Jean Valjean, to show that to administer justice is to show 

mercy to the unfortunate. Hugo was always interested in the problems and sufferings of the 

poor (“Victor Marie Hugo” 353). Fantine suffered a great amount of injustice from society, 
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work, and her home. Her rights as a person were violated because she was a woman. Her 

deathbed request was that Valjean would care for her daughter, Cosette. He saw her sufferings 

and took pity on her. He did what James 1:27 suggests – taking care of the poor, the widowed, 

and the fatherless. 

Victor Hugo, as seen in Les Misérables, wanted to encourage his audience to give to the 

less fortunate. He did this by showing the benefits; his book articulately revealed the blessings 

of giving to the poor and needy. The blessings are the concept of giving and receiving 

(Ecclesiastes 11:1). Hugo used Jean Valjean in two instances to show this concept. First, Val-

jean courageously – and as if naturally – helped save a poor helpless man’s life, that of Fauch-

elevent. The returned blessing came some time later in the novel. Valjean was on the run and 

needed a safe place to stay. After a serendipitous rendezvous, Valjean was welcomed in by 

Fauchelevent (Les Misérables 144). 

Secondly, Jean Valjean had a mutually beneficial relationship with the abandoned child, 

Cosette. Valjean helped alleviate Fantine’s sufferings by promising to take care of her child. 

However, rather than being a burden to Valjean, Cosette turned out to be his greatest joy. Val-

jean experienced a copious amount of love and peace from such a simple, yet profound relation-

ship (249). Cosette received love and a proper home from Valjean; Valjean received love and 

happiness from Cosette. Hugo’s suggestion exemplified Jesus’ words: “Give, and it will be 

given unto you” (Luke 6:38).   

Hugo used Marius to bring a stark reproof toward  the upper class of France. He ex-

posed the complacency of the wealthy and fortunate. Speaking of Marius, Hugo’s indignant at-

titude toward  selfish rich surfaced: “at every moment… he heard them [the miserable]… and in 

these words were groans, and he did not even listen. His thoughts were elsewhere, upon 
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dreams… and all the while human beings… were suffering death agonies beside him!” (Les 

Misérables 205). Hugo adamantly and blatantly rebuked those who turned a deaf ear and a blind 

eye to the sufferings of their fellow man. He followed such a strong critique by bringing Marius 

to a point of change for the good. Similarly, Jesus encouraged caring for those who suffer (Luke 

10:25-37, Matthew 25:31-46).  

Through Marius’ transformation, Victor Hugo walked through what he believed to be a 

necessary change of action and courage. Marius underwent a paradigm shift from complacency 

to a life devoted to love and politics. He gave his life to fight for the republic – a relevant con-

cept that consumed Hugo’s life. Marius left his wealthy and comfortable heritage and ex-

changed it for a life of meaning and passion. 

Victor Hugo believed it was necessary for each person to investigate his  beliefs. He 

used Marius as an example and called France to a paradigm shift in politics. Marius represented 

Hugo’s own metamorphosis (Philips). Marius grew up with a history of political discord – the 

liberal views of his father and the conservative monarchist views of his grandfather. Torn as to 

what to choose, Marius realized that he needed to adopt a view of his own. Hugo urged his au-

dience to evaluate their beliefs, and strongly discouraged apathy and embracing the views of his 

heritage. At a time when monarchy ruled France, Hugo reminded his readers to evaluate what is 

true, fight for justice, and work for the good of their fellow man. He hoped that through his 

writings, they, like Marius, would choose republicanism and the freedoms of men. 

Victor Hugo used several creative techniques to encourage readers to espouse his fight 

against social injustice. He used his influential politics, renowned writings, and hopeful vision 

to encourage social justice. His politics of republicanism gave an uncommon favor to the poor 

and unfortunate. In Les Misérables, Hugo showed the blessings and reasons to give, and re-
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vealed the path of a purposeful and ideal life. Through his introductory novel The Hunchback 

of Notre Dame, he hoped to compel his audience toward  compassion and justice. His vision of 

hope and redemption captured the despairing hearts of Frenchmen. Every act he did was done 

to promote social justice and improve the quality of life for everyone. That relentless pursuit of 

justice gave hope to suffering France. Aristotle coined the phrase that true virtue springs from 

justice. Hugo augmented and magnified this theme. He made it his life goal to administer and 

work hard for justice and the rights for all humanity. When observing the troubles of men, 

Hugo asked this one question that resonates sonorously: “is it not when the fall is lowest that 

charity ought to be greatest?” (Les Misérables 206). 
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Could There Ever be Another Mama Fisch? 

By Mary Shinaberry 

 On the first day of school every year, I am greeted with a hug by an effervescent woman 

who seems to have sparkles in her eyes and a permanent smile.  She has more energy than any 

woman I know.  As a class advisor, a math teacher, a huge help to the wrestling team, a wife, a 

mother of two sons and much more, Mrs. Fischer, affectionately known by some as “Momma 

Fisch,” has never ceased to amaze me.  While the math that she teaches may not be my favorite 

subject, I have learned many things from her while at Worthington Christian.  I do not think that 

there could ever be another woman in my life like Momma Fisch because she has taught me 

innumerable things about life and the Christian faith, she encourages me in everything I do, and 

she has more energy and drive than anyone I know. 

 During my sophomore year in high school, a Bible study was started for the girls in my 

class. Mrs. Fischer asked if she could participate and became very involved.  Her eagerness, 

desire, and excitement for the Lord was not only evident, but also radiant.  The openness and 

emotion she demonstrated with her struggles and the lessons she was learning showed us that 

she had a deep passion for the things of God.  That summer, Momma Fisch began to wake up at 

about 4:30 in the morning just to make sure she could spend plenty of time in God’s Word.  She 

also began to work on committing more Scripture to heart.  Mrs. Fischer played a key role the 

next year in initiating a junior-sophomore Bible study to examine the Purpose Driven Life, to 

pray, and to share what God was teaching each person.  Through the year she led every member 

with wisdom, and her love for the students was evident.  She even opened up her home for the 

girls in the Bible study to make breakfast and have a party.  When Steve Stanley spoke during  
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chapel and began holding a Friday morning Bible study, Momma Fisch began attending that 

study as well, with just as much zeal as ever.  She took high school girls on a canoe trip in 

Canada over the summer and set up a prayer meeting for chapel on Thursday mornings.  Mrs. 

Fischer continues to get to know each one of her students, prays for them constantly, and loves 

them more every day. 

 Mrs. Fischer has encouraged every step that I have taken in all aspects of my life.  

Whenever she sees me, she asks how I am, and she will pray for me whenever I feel I need it, 

though I know she already prays for me on her own.  Although Momma Fisch has a busy 

schedule, she is never too busy to talk to me if I need her.  On numerous occasions, she has 

been a reference for me, yet she treats me like a friend, not just a teacher.  Mrs. Fischer has 

given me her e-mail address and has called me just to talk and see how I was doing.  Through 

numerous actions of hers, she has shown me the extent that she really cares for people.  She 

encourages every one of her students in different ways as she gets to know them more and is 

clearly a silent encourager through prayer, as well. 

 This past weekend on class retreats, Mrs. Fischer not only took charge, as class advisor, 

to organize activities and take pictures of everyone, but she also conquered fears.  From 

climbing fairly high on a climbing wall to swinging a few dozen feet up in the air on a giant 

swing, she tried things she never thought were possible for her.  Momma Fisch’s energy and 

drive never cease to amaze me, especially because I know what she has accomplished.  She has 

attended and organized numerous Bible studies and prayer groups, been a wife, a mother, a 

mother-in-law, a class advisor, a huge help to the wrestling team, and many other things.  

During the past few years, she has also taken  



Pg. 33 

graduate courses on top of teaching and hopes to eventually become certified by the National 

Board for teachers.  I am continually amazed that Mrs. Fischer can accomplish all of these 

things while still running on the amount of sleep that she gets.  She displays more energy and 

drive than I have ever seen in any one person, and I have never seen her slow down in the many 

years I have known her. 

 I doubt that I could ever meet another woman in my lifetime like Momma Fisch because 

through her I have learned many lessons about life and the Christian faith, because she 

encourages me in everything I do, and because she has more energy and drive than anyone I 

know.  Mrs. Fischer’s life is an example of love and passion for God and others, and her 

excitement reminds me of that of a person from the early church.  I am sure that she will 

continue to be an encouragement to other young women as she has already been to me.  I can 

only pray to be so zealous and hope that one day I can have the same impact on someone that 

she has had on me. 
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Laura Swetnam 

A Coach for Life 

 When I first heard that the girl’s tennis team was  

acquiring a new coach, I had no predilection as to who would 

take the position. But little did I know that God w as working to 

orchestrate the circumstances that would bring Tiff any Young as 

one of the new coaches. She had been a senior when I was a 

freshman, but I did not know her very well at all. However, as 

the season began and our friendship developed, I qu ickly 

recognized that Tiffany was a true blessing in my l ife. She has 

been a tremendous encouragement to me and has had a  profound 

impact on my life because of her constant unselfish  attitude, 

her quiet yet vibrant personality, and her undeniab le and 

passionate relationship with the Lord. 

 As the tennis season commenced, I began to see an 

incredibly unselfish attitude in Tiffany each and e very day, 

such as I have never seen before. She is constantly  putting 

herself aside and caring for others through a ready  smile, a 

needed hug, or a simple, “How was your day?” or “I’ m praying for 

you.” One day after practice had ended, I overheard  her 

explaining to another coach that she had been sick earlier that 

day. I was surprised to hear this because her inter actions with 

us had been as caring and joyful as always. I reali zed then that 

she had willingly put herself  
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and her needs aside in order to help us and to care  for us as 

individuals. Tiffany is a wonderful example of Phil ippians 2:3-

5, which states, “Do nothing out of selfish ambitio n or vain 

conceit, but in humility consider others better tha n yourselves. 

Each of you should look not only to your own intere sts, but also 

to the interests of others. Your attitude should be  the same as 

that of Christ Jesus…” Despite her needs and her he ctic life, 

she is always willing to take the time to let me kn ow that she 

cares.  

 Another quality I admire in Tiffany is her vibrant  

personality. She is always joking around and laughi ng with us, 

seeking to bring a smile. However, she is not unrel entingly 

effervescent; rather, her gentle and quiet spirit s hines through 

amidst the laughter. Rather than announce something  to the group 

as a whole, she is more likely to whisper a humorou s or 

sarcastic comment or give an amused look. Oftentime s, these 

small things prove to be more entertaining than a l oud and 

demanding personality, and it is a joy simply to be  around 

Tiffany. 

 I believe that the wellspring of Tiffany’s caring spirit 

and bright personality is an undeniable and passion ate 

relationship with the Lord. Her testimony of comple te abdication 

to God and wholly depending on Him is truly inspiri ng. Her 

personal relationship with Him clearly shows in tha t she has 
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never failed to end a practice with prayer. She see ks to pass on 

her compelling faith through having the seniors on the team 

share a verse and short devotional before each matc h. She has 

led Bible studies for the team and had us bake cook ies and give 

them to our opponents along with cards with encoura ging 

Scripture. She is continually reminding us that the  most 

important thing is the effect we will have on the o ther team 

through our words and actions on the court. Her pas sion for the 

lost and for the Lord is evident even in the ordina ry tasks of 

her life.  

 When Tiffany came to coach the tennis team, I had no idea 

that her caring personality would be such a blessin g in my life 

during a time when I was hurting. She has been a tr emendous 

influence in my life because of her love for the Lo rd, her warm 

and vibrant personality, and her care and concern f or others. 

Years from now, I may not remember the technique sh e taught me 

for a forehand or the scores of an important match.  However, I 

will never forget the example she has set for me of  how a godly 

woman should live and the impact she has had on my life. Tiffany 

has not only been an amazing, encouraging coach for  my senior 

year of tennis, but also a much-loved teacher in th e experiences 

of life.  


